
  

       
St Monica’s Catholic Church 

19 Hoxton Square N1 6NT 
Tel: 020 7739 5006  

 Email: hoxton@rcdow.org.uk      www.stmonicaschurchhoxton.org  
Under the care of the Augustinians (www.theaugustinians.org) in the Archdiocese of Westminster 

Parish Priest: Fr Gabriel Hassan OSA; Prior: Fr Anthony Zabbey OSA; Bursar: Fr Jacob Choi OSA 
Parish Safeguarding: Caroline Durack-Robinson; hoxtonsg2@rcdow.org.uk & Oluyemi Fadoju; hoxtonsg@rcdow.org.uk 

Mass Times: Saturday 6.30pm (Vigil) Sunday 9.00am, 11.00am & 6.30pm 
Morning prayer: Mon to Sat 9.10am followed by Mass: Mon to Sat 9.30am; Bank Holiday 11am 

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 5.00 – 6pm, and on request 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday to Thursday 10.00am to 3pm 

If you are new to the parish, you may like to register by filling in a Parish Registration Form at the back of 
the church and return it to the Parish office. 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A 2022 

Mass Intentions 
w/c  27th November 2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Date Mass Time Intentions 

Saturday (Vigil)  26th          6.30pm Souls of orphans 

First Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 27th      9.00am 

 

11.00am 

6.30pm 

Patrick Mbeojikwe - 3rd Anniv 

Mena Williams - 1st Anniv 

People of the  Parish 

Maria Gai - RIP 

Monday    28th       9.30am Patricia Uzomba - RIP 

Tuesday   29th             9.30am Moses Onisuru Olopka - RIP(Birthday) 

Wednesday  30th              9.30am Holy souls 

Thursday    1 Dec  9.30am Joseph Chinh - RIP  

Friday       2nd               9.30am  Roberto Rubio Gonzales - RIP  

Saturday    3rd          11.00am  Joseph Chinh - RIP 

PARISH NOTICES 
We welcome Bishop John Crowley to our parish for the celebration 
of the canonisation of St Charles de Foucauld, the founder of the 
Little Sisters of Jesus (our parish sisters). Bring and Share after 
the 11am Mass in the School hall. Everyone is invited! 
Christmas party has been organised for children and the young 
people of our parish. The venue is the School hall, Sunday 18th 
December after the 11am Mass. Events include film show, games 
with food and drinks and gifts! Please register your children with 
Charity (07440031519) or Gloria (07444436734) 
Parish Women’s group meets every last Friday of the month in 
the priory basement. For more information: 07440031519  
Confirmation 2023 – is now closed. Registered parents are invited 
to attend an interview on Saturday 3rd December 2022 at 10am in 
the parish office. 
Knights of St Columba meeting – is a men’s group that meets 
every first Thursday of the month in the church at 7pm. 
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This meeting is for prayer, faith sharing and Social Actions based 
on the Church’s Catholic social teaching. Next meeting, Thursday 
1st December 2022. 
Legion of Mary – meets every Sunday after the 9am Mass in the 
back room of the church. New members are welcome.  
Parish Youth ministry (13-17 year-olds) – meets every Saturday 
in the priory’s basement at 4pm for prayer.  
Prayer Group for young adults+ - every Wednesday, 7.30pm – 
9.30pm in the basement of the priory. The Shalom Catholic 
Community invites you to grow in the faith and meet new people 
as you build your spiritual life with Jesus. We meet weekly in the 
basement room of the priory. Info: 07432501250. 
Ghanaian Association – meets every first Sunday of the month in 
the Church after the 11am Mass. New members are welcome. For 
more information, please contact Mr. Sylvester on 07904006800. 
Holy Communion to the sick, housebound and hospital – 
parishioners are encouraged to let Fr Gabriel know of family 
members or friends who need Holy Communion and prayer at 
home. 
Sunday collection - The contactless machine (Digital collection 
plate) is available at the back of the church. You can also donate 
online through the Parish website – 
www.stmonicaschurchhoxton.org. Thank you for your kind 
donations to the parish.   
Advent Retreat at Clare Priory – Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th 
December 2022. See the notice board for more information. 
St Monica’s Food Shop – The parish is running a food shop every 
Sunday between 10am-2pm. Seniors and pensioners get priority. 
More information on the notice board. Please spread the word! 
Retreat – Frs Gabriel and Anthony will be away on a retreat from 
Monday 28th November to Friday 2nd December 2022. Please keep 
them in your prayers. Frs Alex and Nelson will cover for Masses.  
Volunteers needed – Are you interested in reading during Sunday 
Masses or joining our parish choir? Please speak to Fr Gabriel or 
email the parish office. We look forward to welcoming you! 
Thank you to MalStella and Fatou for cleaning the church.  
Kieran John Sullivan RIP – died peacefully on Wednesday, 16th 
November. Kieran was a long and dedicated member of our parish. 
He was a regular at the 9am Sunday Mass and went on a number 
of pilgrimages to Lourdes. Funeral date is yet to be announced. For 
any enquiries, contact his daughter, Una Salter 07775328880. 
May his soul rest in peace with the Lord. Amen 
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Charles was born into an aristocratic French 
family in 1858. He and his sister lost their parents at an early age, which had 
a deep effect on his affective growth as a child although he was brought up by 

a very loving grandfather. He and his friend Gabriel both lost their faith at the 
age of 16 while at school with the Jesuits in Strasbourg. They had become 

fascinated by the philosophies of the day and as Charles would say later, ‘he 
forgot how to pray’. He entered military school in 1876 and wasted an 
inherited fortune on a frivolous life.  In 1881, he was sent to North Africa on 

a military campaign. A gradual change was taking place in his life: he got on 
well with the soldiers and thrived in the tough and disciplined life. However, 

in 1882 he resigned from the army refusing to send home his mistress. He 
then decided to explore Morocco, at that time a completely closed country. 

Disguised as a Jewish Rabbi he was accompanied by a widely travelled 

religious Jew called Mardochee. On his return, the Geographical Society 
awarded him in Paris for his scientific observations. Back in France, he 
searched for instruction in the Catholic faith and in October 1886, he 

experienced a complete conversion and decided to give his life to God without 
reserve. After a pilgrimage to the Holy land, he joined the Trappist monks and 

in 1890 was sent to Syria. However, he still had not found his path and left 
the Trappists in 1897 seeking to follow ever more closely the ‘workman of 
Nazareth’. He had been captivated by the humility of God. Back in Nazareth, 

he worked for 3 years as a sacristan and gardener for the Poor Clares where 
he deepened an intimate relationship with Jesus.  

He was ordained priest in 1901 and left once again for North Africa for 
a little oasis village of Beni Abbes not far from the Moroccan border where he 
became a brother to all. ‘I want everyone, the Muslims, the Christians, the 

Jews and the animists, to consider me as a brother a universal brother.  They 
begin to call my house the fratepprnity and this makes me very happy. My 
apostolate is one of goodness’. In 1905, he left Beni Abbes to go south to 

Tamanrasset where he lived alone among the Touareg, becoming their friend 
learning their language and recording their culture. On the 1st December 

1916, he was shot in an attempt to take him as a hostage, part of the intrigues 
of the 1914-18 war. Pope Francis has named him as a prophet of our time. 
His call like ours is to live friendship with all, expanding the boundaries of 

the Church, building one human family.  
Pope Francis declared him a Saint on 15th May 2022. We congratulate 

The Little Sisters of Jesus (our parish sisters) and their Associates as we 

celebrate the canonisation of their founder, St Charles de Foucauld. 
 

St Charles de Foucauld, pray for us. 


